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THE L ITURGICAL WEEK

M ASS I NTENTIONS

Saturday, May 12
4:30pm - Deceased Parents of  the 

Davis-Winn-Smith Families 
Sunday, May 13
8:30am - Jacob Wolfe
11:00am - George Andrew Carey 
12:30pm - Pro Populo
Monday, May 14
8:30am - Bob Keith 
Tuesday, May 15
8:30am - No Mass Intention
Wednesday, May 16
5:15pm - Floyd Winn 
Thursday, May 17
8:30am - Kathleen Mc Kenna Beskitt
Friday, May 18
8:30am - Jim Kenny 
Saturday, May 19
4:30pm - Alfreda Fischer 
Sunday, May 20
8:30am - Regina Hersey 
11:00am - Ronald Skadow 
12:30pm - Pro Populo

CONFESSION
Wednesdays from 6:00 - 6:45pm
Saturdays from 3:30 - 4:15pm

ÒBehold the Lamb of  God 
who takes away 

the sin of  the world.Ó
~St. John the Baptist (John 1:29)

DEVOTIONS

ADORATION
Wednesday at 5:45pm

M ORNING PRAYER
After Mass on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday & Friday

D IVINE M ERCY CHAPLET
After Morning Prayer on Monday

THE SANCTUARY L IGHTS
Are lit this week for

The Davis Family

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR SICK &  SHUT -INS

Please remember the inÞrmed 
of our parish, especially those 
who, by request, have been 
placed on our parish prayer 
intention list. 

If you would like to be added to 
this list, please call the parish 
ofÞce.  You may also call for a 
copy of  the prayer list.

~
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SPIRITUAL READING & REFLECTION

SAINT OF THE WEEK  ! M ATTHIAS , APOSTLE
M AY 14

NEXT SUNDAY ÕS
GOSPEL READING

M ARK 16:15-20

From The OfÞce of  Readings
From a homily on the Acts of  the Apostles by St. John Chrysostom, bishop

Jesus said to his  disciples: "Go into the 

whole world and proclaim the gospel to 
every creature. Whoever believes  and is 
baptized will be saved; whoever does  not 
believe will be condemned. These signs 
will accompany those who believe: in my 
name they will drive out demons, they will 
speak new languages. They will pick up 
serpents with their hands, and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it will not harm 
them. They will lay hands  on the sick, 
and they will recover."

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to 
them, was  taken up into heaven and took 
his  seat at the right hand of God. But 
they went forth and preached everywhere, 
while the Lord worked with them and 
c o n Þ r m e d t h e w o r d t h r o u g h 
accompanying signs.

  In those days, Peter, stood up in the midst of the disciples  and said... As the 
Þery spirit to whom the ßock was entrusted by Christ and as the leader in the 
band of the apostles, Peter always took the initiative in speaking: My brothers, 
we must choose from among our number. He left the decision to the whole 
body, at once augmenting the honour of those elected and avoiding any 
suspicion of  partiality. For such great occasions can easily lead to trouble.
  Did not Peter then have the right to make the choice himself ? Certainly he 
had the right, but he did not want to give the appearance of showing special 
favour to anyone. Besides  he was not yet endowed with the Spirit. And they 
nominated two, we read, Joseph, who was  called Barsabbas  and surnamed 
Justus, and Matthias. He himself did not nominate them; all present did. But 
it was  he who brought the issue forward, pointing out that it was  not his own 
idea but had been suggested to him by a scriptural prophecy. So he was 
speaking not as a teacher but as an interpreter.
  So, he goes on, we must choose from those men who lived in our company. 
Notice how insistent he is  that they should be eyewitnesses. Even though the 
Spirit would come to ratify the choice, Peter regards this  prior qualiÞcation as 
most important.
  Those who lived in our company, he continued, all through the time when 
the Lord Jesus  came and went among us. He refers  to those who had dwelt 
with Jesus, not just those who had been his  disciples. For of course from the 
very beginning many had followed him. Notice how it is written that Peter 
himself  was one of  the two who had listened to John, and followed Jesus.
  All through the time when the Lord Jesus  came and went among us, 
beginning with the baptism of John Ð rightly so, because no one knew what 
had happened before that time, although they were to know of it later 
through the Spirit.
  Up to the day, Peter added, on which he was  taken up from us Ð one of these 
must be made a witness  along with us of his  resurrection. He did not say Òa 
witness  of the rest of his  actionsÓ but only a witness of the resurrection. That 
witness  would be more believable who could declare that he who ate and 
drank and was  cruciÞed also rose from the dead. He needed to be a witness 
not of the times  before or after that event, and not of the signs  and wonders, 
but only of the resurrection itself. For the rest happened by general admission, 
openly; but the resurrection took place secretly, and was  known to these men 
only.
  And they all prayed together, saying: You, Lord, know the hearts of men; 
make your choice known to us. ÒYouÓ, not ÒweÓ. Appropriately they said that 
he knew the hearts  of men, because the choice was to be made by him, not by 
others.
  They spoke with such conÞdence, because someone had to be appointed. 
They did not say ÒchooseÓ but make known to us  the chosen one; the one you 
choose, they said, fully aware that everything was pre-ordained by God. They 
then drew lots. For they did not think themselves  worthy to make the choice of 
their own accord, and therefore they wanted some sign for their instruction.
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OFFERTORY COLLECTION

M AY 5TH & 6TH

$6,916.00

FOOD BANK
$641

ÒWhat proÞt is there for one to gain the whole world yet lose 
or forfeit himself?Ó

-Luke 9:25

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
If  you or anyone you know is homebound or hospitalized, even temporarily,

please call the ofÞce so that we may arrange for them to be visited by one of  our Extraordinary Ministers. 
With your help we can make certain everyone is taken care of.  Thank you!

For sacramental emergencies, please call 828-859-9574, ext. 6

NOTES FROM THE LOFT ...

S t . J o h n t h e B a p t i s t i s f o r m i n g a 
"Congregational Choir" (men and women) to 
sing at the 11:00am Mass on Sunday mornings .
There are no rehearsals required, no "special skills" 
necessary. You need a prayerful heart and the ability to 
carry a tune!  Just come up to the loft at 10:40am and 
share your talents with us.  If you have any questions, 
please call Diane Nelson at 828-899-7329.  Thank you.

CSS - BABY SUPPLIES DRIVE - AT ST . JOHN
Catholic Social Services and our 
community need your help! There are 
many children and parents, individuals 
and families  that are without supplies  for 
taking care of their young children. If you 
have gently used or new childrenÕs spring/
summer clothes  that could be donated to 

the Clothing Closet at the Asheville OfÞce of Catholic 
Social Services, many people would beneÞt from your 
generosity and would be very grateful!

We are also taking donations  of baby wipes, baby powder, 
diapers in larger sizes and baby shampoo.

We will be collecting these items through the month 
of May  to donate to the Food Pantry and Clothing Closet 
at Catholic Social Services. Please place these items in the 
box labeled Baby Supplies  Drive, in the Church narthex. If 
you have any questions  about donations  or how you can help 
your community at Catholic Social Services, please contact:
Alisa Bowman, Volunteer Coordinator at 255-0146 ext. 28 
or email her at ambowman@charlottediocese.org

If you have recently moved or changed your phone 
number or e-mail address, please call AndrŽe in the Parish 
OfÞce at 828-859-9574, with your updated information.  

Bulletins deadlines  are Wednesdays at 12 noon. Requests 
must be printed or typed.  
Deliver to ofÞce or Email to stjohnchurch@windstream.net 

M ASS I NTENTIONS PROCEDURE
In order that Mass Intentions may be accurately recorded 
and accounted for; they must be made in person during 
ofÞce hours.  If you are homebound, please call and we can 
help you secure a Mass  time.  Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation.

FATHER WINSLOW ÕS SEND OFF

YOU ARE ALL I NVITED TO A 
DROP IN PARTY TO SAY GOODBYE TO OUR DEAR PASTOR

SATURDAY , M AY 26TH  FROM 5:00 - 9:00PM
Location:  Sunnydale, 334 S. Trade St., Tyron (the Log Cabin  between IGA & Dollar General)

 Come and Drop In to give your regards and share in good company & hors dÕoeuvres, anytime from 5pm through 9pm.  

In lieu of  this event, Father has rescheduled the Saturday Confession and Vigil Mass times for May 26 th

Confessions:  3:00 - 3:45pm
Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:00pm
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

PARISH L IFE AT A GLANCEPARISH L IFE AT A GLANCEPARISH L IFE AT A GLANCEPARISH L IFE AT A GLANCE
Mon May 14 6:30pm Schola Choir Practice, Church

Tue May 15 11:00am
6:30pm
6:30pm

COM Book Discussion, Social Hall
Schola Choir Practice, Church
Catholicism for Men Series, Social Hall

Wed May 16 6:00pm Faith Formation Classes, Parish Center

Thur May 17 7:00pm Bible Study of  St. Mark, Social Hall

Fri May 18 Ñ Ñ

Sat May 19 10am-5:30pm ConÞrmation Retreat, St. Eugene, Asheville

NO
YOUTH  GROUPThis SundayMay 13 th 

ST . JOHN THE BAPTIST SCHOLARSHIP

Attention High School Seniors of St. John. St. John 
will be awarding a First Year College Scholarship for 
the 2012-2013 academic year in the amount of 
$1,000. If you are a conÞrmed, active, registered 
member of the parish; a 2012 HS graduating Senior 
and will be enrolling in college in the fall of 2012, then 
you are eligible to apply. Applications  are available in 
the church ofÞce or you can download an application 
from our Website: www.stjohntryon.com. 

Questions: contact Theresa in the Parish 
OfÞce: 859-9574 ext 3. 

Application deadline is Monday, June 11 th  .

THE I NTERNATIONAL /N ATIONAL 
COMBINED COLLECTION

The International Ð National Combined 
Collection will be taken at all Masses next 
weekend. Your contribution to the good work 
of these organizations will give you an 
opportunity to participate in the mission of the 
Church locally, nationally and internationally. Please take the 
time to read the brochure sent to you by Msgr. West, give 
prayerful thought to your level of participation and respond 
with a generous  contribution. Envelopes  for this collection are in 
our parish envelope packet.The Rosary is being prayed before all 

Masses during May.  Please join us.

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF 
THE LORD IS TRANSFERRED TO 

SATURDAY /S UNDAY , M AY 19/20.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED & SO M UCH APPRECIATED !

Please stop by the sign-up table after all Sunday Masses, 
May 13th.   

If  you are not available Sunday, please contact the Parish OfÞce 
for a Volunteer Form.

The Procession and Italian Feast are
 September 7th & 8th .

LetÕs make this another great event!

WE SING FAREWELL PRAISES TO 
CARTER STEVENS, OUR ORGANIST

Join us  after 11:00am Mass  on May 20th to say goodbye 
to Carter, at a reception in the Social Hall. Carter is 
leaving St. John after two years of  service.  

We will miss him.
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FAITH FORMATION /  OTHER

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
THIS WEEK

All Classes Meet in the Social Hall

Catholicism for Men
Tuesdays @ 6:30 PM

Bible Study: The Gospel of  Mark
Thursdays @ 7:00 PM

YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR 2012

Sunday, May 13 NO Youth Group
Sunday, May 20 Meet @ 3:30PM-parish center
Sunday, May 20 ÒMovie Night W/Fr WinslowÓ 

Dinner & Movie @ 5:30 PM
Sunday, May 27 Youth Group

Our Last Youth Group Meeting of  the YEAR!

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

ATTENTION FAMILIES

LAST FF CLASS 
IS WEDNESDAY MAY 16TH

SAFETY CONCERN:  Parents you will 
notice that the landscaping has changed at 
the Parish Center. The Ògrass  areaÓ needs 
time to settle and grow.  The area is  roped off 
with colored tape.  All kids  and adults are 
asked to keep out of the area until the 
landscaping project is completed. 
NO RUNNING OR PLAYING IN THIS 
AREA @ PRESENTÑThank you for your 
cooperation.

OUR LAST CLASS OF FAITH 
FORMATION IS THIS WEDNESDAY 
MAY 16TH

ConÞrmation Retreat
Saturday May 19, 2012
10:00AM to 5:00PM 
Mass @ 5:30PM
St EugeneÕs in Asheville

First Holy Communion
Sunday May 20, 2012
@ 11:00 AM Mass
Light Reception follows in the church social 
hall

ConÞrmation Rehearsal
Saturday August 4, 2012 
@ 10:30 AM in the church

Sacrament of  ConÞrmation 
Wednesday  August 8, 2012
@ 7:00 PM Mass

TOTUS TUUS
ÒTOTALLY YOURSÓ

A Summer Youth Catechetical Program
Coming to St. John in July, 2012

Totus  Tuus is a fun and energetic parish-based summer catechetical 
program --a week-long Òparish missionÓ for Catholic youth lead by 
college-aged teams  of two men and two women. Registration will take 
place in June. Any questions, contact Theresa in the church ofÞce or at 
stjohnff@windstream.net.  God bless!

See the insert in this weekÕs bulletin.

ÒI have come to set the earth on Þre, 
and how I wish it were already blazing!Ó

 A PRAYER FOR M OTHERS

Mary, on this day when we honor all mothers, we 
turn to you. We thank the Lord whom you serve for 

the great gift of  motherhood. Never has it been known 
that anyone who sought your intercession was left 
unaided by grace. Dear Mother, thank you for your 
ÒYesÓ to the invitation of  the angel which brought 
heaven to earth and changed human history. You 
opened yourself  to GodÕs word and the Word was 

made ßesh and dwelt among us. 

Dear mother, intercede for all of  our mothers. Ask 
your Divine Son to give them the grace of  surrendered love so that they could join with 

you in giving their own ÒFiat.Ó May they Þnd daily strength to say yes to the call to the 
sacriÞcial love- the very heart of  the vocation of  motherhood. May their love and 
witness be a source of  great inspiration for all of  us called to follow your Son. 

On this Mothers day, Mother of  the Word Incarnate, pray for us who have recourse to 
youÉ 

In the Name of  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
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PA R I S H  /  D I O C E S E  /  O T H E R

PRO-L IFE COMMITTEE

I strongly urge ... Catholics, and all men and women 
of good will, not to yield to a utilitarian mentality 
which always  leads to the sacriÞce of the weakest and 
most defenseless. I invite you to a common effort so 
that society can be renewed from the ground up, in 
order to attain a life of dignity, justice and peace for 
everyone. For Catholics, this  contribution to the 
common good is  also a requirement of that essential 
dimension of the Gospel which is  human promotion 
and a supreme expression of charity. For this  reason, 
the Church exhorts all her faithful to be good citizens, 
conscious of their responsibility to be concerned for 
the good of all, both in their personal lives and 
throughout society.
~Pope Benedict XVI, Address at Departure Ceremony at International 

Airport of  El Baj’o, Mexico (March 26, 2012)

U.S. M ILITARY PERSONNEL M ASS

His Excellency, Bishop Peter J. Jugis,  will celebrate a 
Mass for U.S. military personnel on Sunday, July 15, 2012 at 
3:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Patrick in Charlotte. The 
Mass and rosary (to be recited at 3:00 p.m.) will be offered for 
all military personnel who have died and for those who are 
now serving. All military personnel are invited and 
encouraged to come in uniform.

Photos of those who have died or who are now serving in the 
military will be displayed in the Cathedral. To include your 
service member, preferably in uniform, please mail a color or 
black/white photocopy of them with their name and military 
rank on the back of the photocopy to Nancy Weber, OfÞce of 
the Bishop, 1123 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203 
to be received no later than July 2, 2012. (Please do not send 
original photographs as they cannot be returned.)

CSS - VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
Catholic Social Services, Asheville, seeks  part-time (15 hours per week) Volunteer Coordinator. Ideal candidate possesses 4-
year degree or equivalent combination of education and experience in volunteer coordination and management. Position 
requires  occasional travel, night and weekend work. To be considered for this  position, please submit a cover letter and 
resume by 5:00 p.m. Monday, May 21, 2012 to mmsheppard@charlottediocese.org

ÒPROTECTING GODÕS CHILDREN Ó
Training Workshop
Tuesday, June 19th

St. JohnÕs Social Hall
6:00pm to 9:00pm

Pre-registration is required

This training is for all new volunteers, new employees and any other parish volunteers who have not attended a session. If  
you plan to volunteer ---do this Þrst ! .
It is also OPEN to any parish member (age 18 and older) even if  youÕre not currently volunteering. 
The training will be held here at St. JohnÕs in the social hall on Tuesday evening, June 19th @ 6:00 PM. 
ÒProtecting GodÕs ChildrenÓ is a three-hour mandatory training workshop for Diocesan Employees and Volunteers (Lectors, 
ushers, musicians, Extraordinary Ministers, visitors to sick and shut in, catechists, youth volunteersÑany volunteer in any 
program in the parish). PGC Training is designed to help recognize and prevent the sexual abuse of  children. 
Your service as a church volunteer is valued and appreciated. Any questions, please call Theresa Fitch in the ofÞce.

!

! "" !
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                 ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH

May 11, 2012

Dear Parishioners,

I was  pleased to see the results  of our state constitutional amendment that deÞnes a marriage as an unparalleled 
union between man and woman.  Nonetheless, I expect the question of same-sex unions  will be a part of our cultural 
dialogue for some time.  For this reason I would like to say a little more on the topic than what has  been already covered 
in homilies in the hope that you will be better prepared for the years that lay ahead.  

Since the election and on more than one occasion I have been asked to address  the rhetoric of those who 
opposed the amendment, speciÞcally the signs  that read, ÒAmendment One Hurts Children.Ó  Confused myself, I did a 
bit of research.  The logic of the slogan goes something like this.  Because marriage is afforded legal privileges and 
protections, domestic abuse laws would not apply to children who live in abusive same-sex couplesÕ homes.  It seems  a 
rather odd way to defend same-sex unions.  I suspect this  line of rhetoric was an attempt to appeal to a sentiment we all 
share, mainly the need to protect young and innocent life, whether in the womb or in the home.  I do not accept this 
peculiar rationale to be a particularly strong argument against the amendment.  Nor do I suspect you to either.  
! As we move forward, I would like to help you further develop your thoughts  on the matter.  First, never abandon 
reason for compassion.  These are not mutually exclusive.  If a person does  not like his/her monthly total of incurred 
debt, would you be willing to agree that his/her debt is less because you Þnd yourself sympathetic?  No.  Or at least you 
should not.  The math is  a form of pure reason and remains  independent of the circumstances.  One should no more 
admit that 2 + 5 = 3 than one should admit that two men or two women can equal a marriage.  Out of misplaced 
sympathy, some wish to redeÞne marriage as  an institutionalized romantically committed couple.  Where this  deÞnition 
comes  from, I do not know.  Simple reason, so compelling that no serious anthropologist would dare deny, identiÞes a 
union between a man and woman as distinct and unparalleled.  Attempting to coopt everyone into agreeing anything to 
the contrary is tantamount to creating a social contract based upon a willed delusion.  
! Second, as Christians  by deÞnition we are followers/disciples  of Christ.  Out of the seven sacraments  there is 
only one reality that existed before Christ became man that he chose to raise to sacramental dignity.  It is  marriage.  
There is  no way to reconcile this  revealed truth of our faith and simultaneously alter its essential elements  and character.  
To do so would not only undermine the very meaning of discipleship, but would also be akin to correcting Christ as 
though he were in some way less enlightened than our evolving culture.  
! In conclusion, I encourage all the faithful to remain convicted in faith and reason while loving our neighbor with 
kindness  and respect.  Even should the whole world be willing to engage in a common seemingly compassionate 
delusion, we as  Christians  must never stop respecting the light of reason and follow the one of whom we claim to be a 
disciple, Jesus Christ.  

Blessings, 

Fr. Winslow
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