SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WWW.STJOHNTRYON.COM

SPIRITUAL READING & REFLECTION
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L ATIN

AT

6:30

P.M.

F ORGIVENESS OF S INS
{We cannot give ourselves} to the liturgy of Advent without being made aware that a sense of sinfulness is being forced upon
us: Deliver us from our sinfulness; break the chains that bind us captive: bring us out of darkness into light. Come, come! This
urgent cry is for what: To set us free. Free from what? Sin. No exceptions are allowed...and each individual calls out for his own
personal deliverance and for that of the whole human race. But there is nothing depressing in this cry for deliverance and the
deep consciousness of sin which prompts it….The cry the liturgy puts on our lips is a cry not of despair but of absolute hope-the certain hope that God will come and save us. He is...always in movement towards his sinful creation, running to it with
outstretched arms to enfold, to wipe away all tears, banish fear and haunting guilt, affording us utmost security in his forgiving
love.
Some may feel that I speak too often of sin, rub it in too much. Others point out that what we need is encouragement, we are
too aware already of our own miseries. But are we? Often what we are meaning and what we are confusing with an awareness
of sin is self-disgust, self-disillusionment, which nearly every human being suffers from. We have an image in our mind’s eye of
what we are like, or would want to be like, or think we are really meant to be like, and we fall short of it. We “lose face” in our
own eyes, and perhaps in the eyes of others….What we bewail is largely our human poverty, and this our Lord has no intention
of taking away. This is what we would like to have removed from us. We are often far more concerned with this than with sin
and while we are occupied with it, battling against it, wringing our hands over it, we cannot be shown where real sin lies. An
awareness of our real sinfulness is part of holiness. You simply cannot have holiness without it, for it is the inevitable effect of
God’s closeness; and this is why true sorrow for sin is never morbid, depressed. It carries with it the certainty of forgiveness….
Come and enlighten us, Sun of holiness. Show us our sloth, our pride, our shirking of the demands of life, our evasions.
Reveal to us our sinfulness in the light of your mercy, and then we shall be healed and know perfect joy.
Sister Ruth Burrows, O.C.D.
Sister Ruth is a Carmelite nun at Quidenham in Norfolk, England. December 2020 Magnificat
THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
M ASS

R EADINGS
FOR THE

W EEK

lleluia
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/2
Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14
[Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/
Eph 1:3- 6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10 [1]/
Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab
[8]/ Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/
Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Next Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54
[Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

R ETIREMENT F UND FOR
R ELIGIOUS S ECOND
C OLLECTION
December 12 & 13
Help our elders. In good times and bad, senior Catholic
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have dedicated
themselves to service and acts of mercy. Today, they pray
for an aching world. Yet years of serving for little or no pay
have left their religious communities without enough
retirement savings. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for
Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and
other necessities. Please be generous.
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T HE O FFERTORY R EPORT
Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 — June 30, 2021
Offertory Totals for the Masses of Nov. 28 & 29, 2020
This Week
Y.T.D
Actual - Regular
$5,911
$164,926
Budgeted
$7,885
$173,462
Variance
($1,974)
($ 8,536)

O NLINE O FFERTORY
& O THER D ONATIONS
To conveniently make donations online, see our
website or go to: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/
giving/stjohntryon. Or, feel free to mail your offertory
donation to St. John Church at 180 Laurel Ave.,
Tryon, NC 28782 Attn: Kelli.

T HE D REAM
OF

G ERONTIUS

Monday, Dec. 7th
6:30 — 8:30pm
Social Hall
All in the parish are invited to a special group
reading of the The Dream of Gerontius, a poem by
Cardinal John Henry Newman. All who wish
to attend are encouraged to go to the following
website and download a copy of the poem:
www.ccel.org/ccel/newman/gerontius.
UT IN OMNIBUS GLORIFICETUR DEUS
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Y EAR

OF S T . J OSEPH A DVENT C HALLENGE :
Walk to Bethlehem with the Holy Family
Advent is the time of year when we take up special prayers and devotions with our families to prepare our
hearts for the coming of Christ at Christmas. This Advent, during the Year of St. Joseph, we’re inviting
families to consider doing a more physical form of devotion in honor of the physical labors St. Joseph endured
for the sake of the Holy Family. This was strikingly evident in how he, in obedience to God, led the pregnant
Mary on a 90-mile journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem where the Divine Child was destined to be born.
During the season of Advent the Holy Family was on the move, relying unshakably on God’s providence for the
challenges they would face as they prepared for the birth of Jesus. Imagine the thoughts that transpired in the
heart of St. Joseph, and the conversations he had with Mary, during this holy pilgrimage to Bethlehem! To
learn from St. Joseph’s example of trust and reliance on God, we encourage families—especially men and fathers—to spiritually
accompany St. Joseph as he leads the Holy Family to Bethlehem by walking from 9 up to 90 miles during the four weeks of
Advent.
The Year of St Joseph Advent Challenge:
· Resolve to walk from 9 up to 90 miles during the Advent season in imitation of St. Joseph's journey to Bethlehem.
· Encourage your family to join you as a family devotional activity as often as possible each week.
· While walking, pray the Holy Rosary and/or contemplate the admirable life and virtues of St. Joseph.
· Make a holy intention for this activity: that your family will be strengthened in God’s grace through the intercession of St.
Joseph, the patron of fathers and families. Include a special intention for each member of the family!
Without doubt this time spent imitating the example of labor, obedience, trust, and perseverance exemplified so perfectly by
Joseph and Mary will draw our minds and hearts closer to God and to our families during this Advent season. St. Joseph, pray for
us! Find more information at: www.YearofStJoseph.org/Advent.

La Iglesia San Juan Bautista
tendrá una misa especial para celebrar

LA

V IRGEN

DE

D ONUTS
& D OGMA

G UADALUPE

Será el sábado, Diciembre 12
a las 6:30 p.m. con el Padre Julio.

A DVENT IS H ERE
Y OUTH
J OIN OUR C HOIR !
The Youth Choir - Pueri Cantores - rehearses Sundays
between the 8:30 and 11am Masses in the parish center.
Youth ages 7 to 17 are welcome! Contact PC Director
Jennifer Murrey for more information.
Email:
ovenbird.murrey@gmail.com or phone: 828-808-8438.
THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED

This Sunday
9:45am
Social Hall
All Are Welcome!

PARISH LIFE
Mon

Dec 7

5:30pm
6:30pm

Schola Choir Rehearsal
The Dream of Gerontius, Social Hall

Tue

Dec 8

—
9:30am
3pm

Parish Office closed
Patriotic Rosary, Church
Men’s Group, Social Hall

Thur Dec 10 10am

Women’s Bible Study, Social Hall
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FORMED:
Watch: Gaudalupe: The Miracle and the Message.
Learn: Formed Now! Do We Make Too
Much of Mary?
And Listen: Marian Dogmas,
with Matt Fradd
and Dr. Brant Petrie.

15 TH A NNUAL M ARCH

FOR L IFE C HARLOTTE
January 8, 2021
The day will begin with a Mass for the Unborn at 9am at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church at 6828 Old Reid Rd. Charlotte,
N.C. At 11am we will start to gather at the parking lot across the street from the Catholic Diocese at 1123 S. Church St. There
may be some parking available at the parking lot, but please expect to find parking on your own uptown if necessary. At 12pm we
will march to Trade and Tryon streets where Fr. Noah Carter, Pastor of Holy Cross Catholic Church, will preach. After
the pro life testimonies we will pray the Most Holy Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Please join others to
march and pray for an end to abortion and save babies lives!
See schedule details at www.marchforlifecharlotte.org

2021 W ALL C ALENDARS
are in the vestibule under the glass table

SAVE THE DATE
Dec 7

The Dream of Gerontius Reading

Dec 8

Immaculate Conception, Parish Office Closed

Dec 13

O Antiphons Program

Dec 25

The Nativity of the Lord
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W ORLDWIDE M ARRIAGE E NCOUNTER
Is your marriage prepared to be blessed by the
Lord? We invite you to prepare to have the best
marriage ever. The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Experience is on Jan. 15-17, 2021, a
virtual weekend, and Jan. 29-31, 2021 in North
Myrtle Beach, S.C. Early sign up is recommended.
For more information visit our website at: https://
NCMarriageDiscovery.org or contact us at
applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org or
704-315-2144.
UT IN OMNIBUS GLORIFICETUR DEUS

